
Yr 6 Knowledge Organiser – Ancient Greecs

In the Ancient Greece unit, year 6 students will learn about the Ancient 
Greek people, their time period, and how they established their empire. 
They will study the political system of Ancient Greece and compare it to 
modern political systems, with a focus on Athenian Democracy. The class 
will compare modern Olympics to the Ancient Greek events, and present 
their findings in a Venn diagram using mathematical skills. They will also 
learn about the Battle of Marathon, order the events, and write from a 
specific viewpoint. Additionally, students will learn about Ancient Greek 
religion, research and write their own Greek myth, and study the Trojan 
War through historical evidence and re-enactments

Key Vocabulary

Acropolis – An acropolis is a fortified citadel within a larger city. It is usually located on top of a 

hill and at the centre of the city

Assembly – In Athens the Assembly consisted of the group of citizens who showed up to vote

Democracy – A form of government where citizens have a say in how they are ruled including 

choosing their leaders and deciding on laws

Oligarchy – A type of government where the power is held by a few people

Olympics – An athletic event held by the Ancient Greeks every four years

Titans – The Titans were the first Greek gods 

Tyrant – The ruler of a Greek city-state like a king

Athens Vs Sparta
Starting in the 8th Century BCE, independent Greek city-states, known as poleis, 

began to emerge. These poleis, such as Athens, Sparta, Corinth, Argos and 
Thebes, had their own laws and governing bodies, and often competed for power 

and control over the Hellenic region. Athens was notable for its democratic 
system, in which citizens had the power to vote on decisions, while Sparta was 

ruled by a small group of men in an oligarchy. Sparta placed a strong emphasis on 
military training and gave more rights and education to women and girls than 

other city-states.
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